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CARYSFORT NS HOMEWORK POLICY 

 
Carysfort National School seeks to promote and support all aspects of the children’s wellbeing as a core 
value of our ethos. We strive to ensure that all our students can flourish in an environment that is 
nurturing, supportive and progressive. We are guided by our mission statement, the aim of which is to 
ensure that each child, through confidence and self-belief may achieve their full potential. In seeking to 
work in partnership with parents in the education of our students we view homework as an important link 
between school and home. 
 

➢ It encourages children to revise and consolidate skills and knowledge acquired in school during the 
day. 

➢ Repeated daily practice is important in helping students to commit foundational facts to memory 
e.g. spellings and tables. The home environment is important as a space where individual students 
can work at their own pace with one-to-one encouragement. 

➢ Homework gives parents an opportunity to monitor their child’s progress and provide help and 
encouragement. 

 
Parents can help by: 

➢ The early establishment of homework as part of the children’s daily routine.  We recommend that 
homework is completed as early as possible in the evening. 

➢ Providing a suitable quiet location for homework. 
➢ Checking spellings, tables etc. 
➢ Encouraging effort and good presentation in written work. 
➢ Giving a little extra attention to a child who may be experiencing difficulties, from the infant who is 

trying to master the skills of reading to the senior child who is working on a project. 
➢ Checking homework and signing the homework journal when all homework is complete to a 

standard of which the student is capable. This is especially important in senior classes. 
 
If homework is not completed, this should be communicated to the class teacher by parent or guardian. 
Homework is generally based on work which has been covered in class.  If a child is experiencing problems 
with homework, this should be discussed the class teacher. 
 
INFANTS 
Children in infant classes usually have phonics work and/or reading homework and some maths 
homework.  Homework is given on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. No homework will be 
given at weekends. 
 
FIRST AND SECOND CLASSES 
Homework on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  No homework will be given at weekends. 
 
THIRD, FOURTH, FIFTH AND SIXTH CLASSES 
Homework on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Weekend homework will be given at the 
teacher’s discretion. 
 
 



TEACHER GUIDELNES FOR HOMEWORK ALLOCATION 
 
JUNIOR INFANTS (10-15 minutes every evening) 
Work pack, Phonic work, Class reader, Supplementary reader to be read to children by parents. 
 
SENIOR INFANTS (10-15 minutes every evening) 
Word pack, Word sheets (occasionally), Class reader, Supplementary reader. 
 
FIRST CLASS (20 minutes) 
English reading, 3 English spellings 
Tables, Written activity – Maths and/or English 
 
SECOND CLASS (30 minutes) 
English reading, 4 English spellings 
Tables, Written activity – Maths and/or English 
 
THIRD CLASS (30 minutes) 
English reading – every night, English spellings 5-6 
Irish reading (occasionally), Irish spellings 2-3 
Written activity – Maths and/or English, Tables 
 
FOURTH CLASS (30-40 minutes) 
English reading – every night, English spellings 5-6 
Irish reading (occasionally), Irish spellings 3-4 
Maths and other written work, Tables 
 
FIFTH CLASS (45 minutes) 
Reading – Irish/English/S.E.S.E. English spellings 20-25 per week 
Irish spellings 12-15 per week 
2/3 written exercises 
 
SIXTH CLASS (1 hour maximum) 
Reading – Irish/English/S.E.S.E. English spellings 20-25 per week 
Irish spellings 15 per week 
2/3 written exercises 
One piece of oral work, Finish off class work (occasionally) 
 
From the CNS Plean Scoile for English: 
 
HANDWRITING                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Throughout the school there is an emphasis on the importance and development of clear and neat 

handwriting. Each child is encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their written work. The 

importance of precision and presentation is consistently reiterated and encouraged in copies, worksheets, 

free writing and other activities. Differentiated approaches for children for whom fine-motor development 

is a challenge will be adopted in consultation with SET.  

● The development of Fine-Motor skills is supported through Station Teaching in Junior Infants. 

● Both JI & SI will learn the pre-cursive format of our Handwriting Programme with exit strokes on 

some letters. Our Handwriting Programme is in keeping with the Jolly Phonics programme. 

● Pupils in Junior Infants learn how to form lower case letters only. In Senior Infants, children learn 

how to form upper case letters.  



● Joined script will be introduced in 3rd class, and continued through to 6th Class. This programme will 
be supported/supplemented by the use of a Handwriting book (Junior Infants -4th Class) and 
handwriting copies.  

 
Writing Tools 

● Triangular grip pencils from Junior Infants to Second Class, Regular pencils from 3rd to 6th Class 
● Pens are formally introduced in 4th class 
● Red pen is used for correcting work, ruling and laying out copies 

 
Copies 

● Junior Infants use blank practice books for letter formation practice 

● Project copies (15) are used from Junior Infants – First Class. First and Second Class also use wide-

ruled 15A copies. 

● Regular 88 Page copies are used from Second Class – Sixth Class 

● A4 Hardback Copies are used for SESE topics in 5th & 6th Classes 

 

 
Learning Writing Skills 

• Good posture, pencil-grip and how the children form their letters are explicitly taught. 

• The Tripod Grip will be explicitly taught and encouraged. This grip uses three fingers of the hand – 
the thumb, index and middle fingers. The child grips the pencil with their thumb and index finger, 
while the pencil rests on their mid-finger. ‘Froggie Legs’ is a good visual description of how the 
thumb and index finger should look as it grips the pencil. Children experiencing difficulty with motor 
control or who tire easily need a differentiated model that makes minimum demands on their 
physical abilities.                                                                                                                                                                                              

• Cursive script is encouraged for all written activities, not just English. 
 

Provisions for Left-Handed Children 

• Sit at the desk on the left-hand side. 
 

• Letter writing worksheets designed for children who are left-handed in Infant classes, when they are 
practising letter formation. 
 

 
Parental Awareness of Handwriting 

• Parents will be informed of the handwriting style in the school at parent/class meetings. They will 
also see it as part of homework. 
 

• Guidelines/instruction for parents will be provided at the teacher’s discretion. 
 


