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FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTION 
Follow-through inspections evaluate the progress a school has made on implementing main 

recommendations made in an earlier inspection rather than the overall educational provision that 

the school makes. Inspectors also advise the school on strategies and actions to enable them to fully 

address recommendations.  

HOW TO READ THIS REPORT 

During this inspection, the inspector evaluated the progress the school has made in implementing 

recommendations made in an earlier inspection under the following headings:  

1. Progress achieved to date  
2. Findings 
3. Recommendations  

 
Inspectors describe the quality of the progress made in each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s 

follow-through quality continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The follow-

through quality continuum explains the terms used by inspectors when evaluating the school’s 

progress in implementing recommendations. 

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the 

findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the 

appendix of this report. 

 

CHILD PROTECTION 

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection 
procedures were conducted: 
1.  The name of the DLP and the Child Safeguarding Statement are prominently displayed near the 

main entrance to the school. 
2.  The Child Safeguarding Statement has been ratified by the board and includes an annual review 

and a risk assessment. 
3.  All teachers visited reported that they have read the Child Safeguarding Statement and that 

they are aware of their responsibilities as mandated persons.  
 
The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.  

.  

  



 

 ORIGINAL INSPECTION DETAILS  

Type: Whole School Evaluation 

Date of Inspection: 19-10-2016 

Report Published:  Yes 

FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTION DETAILS  

Date of Inspection: 19-09-2018  

 

Follow-through inspection activities 

The following activities took place in the course of the follow-through inspection 

 Meeting with Principal and senior management team  

 Interview with members of in-school management team or subject co-ordinator  

 Interview with relevant teachers 

 Review of school documentation 

 Observation of teaching and learning   

 Interaction with pupils 

Recommendation in original inspection 

report 
Progress achieved to date on implementation of recommendation 

It is recommended that teachers use 

assessment to identify the next steps in 

learning, to plan for differing abilities and to 

modify their teaching approaches to 

optimise pupil participation and response. 

 

Very good progress 

The school reviewed its assessment policy with the aim of achieving 

consistency in how assessment data is used to inform planning and 

practice. Assessment information is now analysed at whole-school 

level to highlight patterns of achievement and to identify a focus for 

school improvement.  

Teachers are reflecting on the individual needs of pupils and are 

cognisant of providing sufficient support and challenge for learners.  

The school is implementing a range of actions to address 

differentiation including; a wider variety of reading texts, book 

clubs, differentiated spelling and writing programmes. Further 

attention should be given to teachers’ short-term planning, in 

particular the planning for modified teaching approaches and 

specific activities to meet the differing learning needs of pupils. A 

variety of teaching approaches is used to optimise pupil 

participation. Team-teaching and station teaching models are 

providing pupils with opportunities to work in small groups on tasks 

targeting specific areas. Teachers should continue to modify their 

approaches to extend pupils’ opportunities to engage in more 

enquiry-based learning. 

Commendably, the board of management takes an active role in 

curriculum development and supports teachers’ continuing 

professional development.  

In providing for pupils with special Very good progress 



educational needs, it is recommended that 

learning targets are specified and assessed 

more clearly and that early intervention, 

team-teaching and in-class support models 

are further extended and developed. 

The board provided training for all teachers on the implementation 

of the Continuum of Support. During a whole-school review of their 

special educational needs policy, aspects of practice were evaluated 

including specific target setting and recording of progress, the use of 

assessment data, early intervention and team-teaching models. 

Actions to improve these practices were implemented.  Teachers 

availed of training in setting specific, measurable, attainable, 

realistic and time-bound (SMART) learning targets. The Continuum 

of Support is being implemented throughout the school, learning 

targets are more specific and pupil attainment is being tracked and 

used to inform the next steps in planning. Pupil profiles are in place 

for all pupils receiving additional support. There is a balanced and 

flexible approach to the model of support including the extension 

and development of early intervention, team-teaching and in-class 

support models.   

Summary of findings 

 The school has taken appropriate actions to address the main recommendations of the whole-school 

evaluation report. 

 The board of management takes an active role in curriculum development and supports teachers’ 

continuing professional development.  

 While assessment information is now analysed at whole-school level to highlight patterns of achievement, 

teachers need to be more specific in relation to differentiation in their short-term planning.  

 Learning targets for pupils receiving support are more specific and pupil attainment is being tracked.  

 There is a balanced and flexible approach to the school’s model of support including early intervention, 

team-teaching and in-class support models.  

Recommendations 

 Further attention should be given to teachers short-term planning, in particular the planning for modified 

teaching approaches and specific activities to meet the differing learning needs of pupils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 

 

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 

 

Submitted by the Board of Management 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report      
 
The Board of Management is very pleased with the findings of this follow-through inspection and 
concurs that progress in assessment for learning, differentiated teaching approaches and provision 
for pupils with S.E.N. has been designated at the uppermost level of the quality continuum. 
 
 
Part B   Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection activity to 
implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.       

 

- Considerable research has been done by a team of staff members on the area of short-term 
planning which better reflects the planning and provision of modified teaching approaches 
and specific activities to meet the differing learning needs of pupils. 

- Time will be allocated as part of C.P. hours for staff to discuss meaningful and practical ways 
of implementing some of these approaches into their short-term planning. 

- All teaching staff will receive a pack containing updated information on differentiated 
teaching and learning strategies such as WALT, WILF and TIB, examples of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy linked questions, samples of different comprehension activities and Bloom’s 
Maths superheroes. 

- Class teachers will show differentiated learning approaches through their learning outcomes 
in their short term planning. 

- Middle management in collaboration with class teacher will explore a new cuntas míosúil 
template to allow for clear recording of differentiated approaches and learning outcomes. 

- The Board and teaching staff acknowledge and embrace the aspirations of a differentiated 
programme targeting the interests, learning styles and readiness of each individual child. 
However we note that the pressures resulting from the administration of Standardised Tests 
to all students during term three of the school year is somewhat at odds with this ethos.     
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THE QUALITY CONTINUUM FOR FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTIONS  

Very good progress indicates that appropriate action has been taken to address the 
recommendation, and that the action has fully achieved or will achieve the required outcome. 

Good progress indicates that appropriate action has been taken to address the recommendation, 
and that substantial improvement has occurred, although further progress is necessary. 

Partial progress indicates that some appropriate action has been taken to address the 
recommendation, and some improvement has occurred, but considerable further progress is 
necessary. 

No progress indicates that no action has been taken, and that the original recommendation 
remains to be addressed. 

 

 


