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August 14™, 2020
Dear parents,

As the new school term is fast approaching, | think it is fair to say we are all on high alert to school-related
matters! As a school community we are committed to managing the re-opening of Carysfort NS in a safe and
successful way. Preparations are well underway withing the school building and we are confident of having all
procedures in place by August 31°t. Never more so than now do the actions and behaviour of the collective
matter i.e. families, school staff and management, in ensuring the safe return to school for our children and staff
members.

The DES has issued extensive guidelines in its Response Plans and Roadmaps for the reopening of schools. They
have asked us to focus on the opening of the school for the education of the children, to maximise distance,
minimise contact and to do everything practical and possible to avoid the introduction of Covid-19 into the
school.

Given these restrictions the opening of the Club@ Carysfort, having afterschool activities in the school building
and on the school grounds plus our two P.E. teachers during the school day cannot be part of the initial school re-
opening plan. This is regrettable and the decision was not taken lightly by the Board of Management. We
acknowledge the importance of all these programmes and will continue to monitor and review the situation as
the first term unfolds. We are committed to re-introducing these additional activities at a time when we are
satisfied that the safety of students and staff will not be compromised. Please note that the children will have P.E.
class as part of the school curriculum with their class teacher.

A preliminary meeting involving representatives from the Board of Management, In-School Management and
Parents’ Association took place on Wednesday evening to work through the roadmap and apply its
recommendations to our school setting. All decisions regarding the reopening of CNS will be communicated to
you over the coming weeks, the first and most pressing of which are listed in the attached document in order to
help you get started in your own family’s preparations.

| want to take this opportunity to welcome our junior infants and parents to Carysfort! We are looking forward to
seeing you all in school at 10am on Monday, August 31%. Parents of Junior Infants will receive more arrangement
details next week to help your transition to your new ‘big’ school. | would also like to welcome our new students
and parents who will be joining classes from senior infants upwards. New families are welcome to accompany
their child to school on the first day and we will meet with you at the school main door at the later time of
9.15am. A staff member will bring your child to their new classroom.

We understand that there will be a certain amount of anxiety in most homes around the return to school after
such an extended period of absence. This is completely natural. We will work hard in the early days to restore as
normal a structure as is possible under the guidelines and to reassure the children in our care. You as parents can
support the process by familiarising yourselves fully with measures communicated over the next two weeks. Talk
them through with your children in a positive and factual way and allow for a settling in period of a few weeks to
assist the school in fine-tuning procedures when re-opened.

In the interest of the welfare of the school community, the Board requests that families returning from abroad
on/after Monday, August 17*" quarantine for 14 days before returning to school. Please contact me with
confirmation of your child’s school return date. Secondly, if your family has been contacted by the HSE about
self-isolation please contact me with the date your child will return to school.

Thank you in advance for your support and understanding. An effective and safe return to school is in everybody’s
interest and will require everybody’s effort. | believe that this will serve to further strengthen our already strong
community spirit. In the words of Henry Ford, “Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress and
working together is success”

Le dea-mhéin,
}\@\ymﬁ @M&Lm,

Norma Linehan,
Principal



